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EUXTON C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL PROGRESSION MAP - MUSIC 
 Building Blocks Strands of Learning 

Vocabulary  Pulse Rhythm Melody 
and 
notation 

Listening and 
responding 

Improvising 
and 
composing 

Performing Singing 

Re
ce

pt
io

n 

Begin to 
understand that 
music has a 
pulse.  

Join in with 
simple 
rhythms in 
song 

Sing back 
simple nursery 
rhymes 

Listen to music, 
identifying how 
sounds can change, 
eg higher, lower, 
louder, quieter etc. 

Explore the sounds 
different 
instruments can 
make and how 
these sounds can 
be combined and 
changed, eg 
higher, louder etc. 

Perform simple 
songs to others 
and share 
experimentations 
on untuned 
percussion 

Singing simple 
tunes, building a 
repertoire of 
known songs 

Pulse, rhythm, 
tune, 
instrument, 
percussion 
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Keep a steady 
pulse in a group 
Recognise and 
respond to 
changes in 
tempo in music  

Repeat back 
basic rhythms 
and identify a 
repeated 
rhythm 
pattern 

Sing back 
short 
melodies that 
used 2 pitched 
notes and 
develop the 
concept of 
pattern work 
in music using 
rhythm grids 

Identify and 
respond to changes 
of pitch  
repeat basic 
rhythms heard 
identify a sequence 
of sounds 
(structure) in music 

Improvise simple 
rhythms to a 
steady beat 

Play basic rhythms 
on untuned 
percussion 
instruments  
Play fast, slow, 
loud and quiet 
sounds on 
percussion 
instruments 

Sing simple tunes 
in unison, 
contrasting high 
and low melodies 
and controlling 
vocal dynamics, 
duration and 
timbre 

Pulse, beat, 
tempo, rhythm, 
melody, tune, 
note, 
instrument, 
percussion,  
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Keep a steady 
pulse in a group 
and solo with 
musical 
accompaniment; 
demonstrate at 
least 2 different 
time signatures 

Repeat back 
longer basic 
rhythms (at 
least 2 bars); 
performing 
notation 
(using 
crotchets, 
quavers and 
minims) 

Sing back 
short 
melodies that 
use around 3 
pitched notes; 
perform from 
rhythmic 
notation 
including 
crotchets and 
minims 

Listen to and 
repeat back 
rhythmic patterns 
on instruments and 
body percussion 

Explore timbre and 
texture to 
understand how 
sounds can be 
descriptive 
Perform and 
create simple 
three- and four-
beat rhythms using 
a simple score 

Use instruments 
expressively in 
response to visual 
stimuli 
Play pitch lines on 
tuned percussion 

Chant and sing in 
two parts, singing 
with expression, 
control of pitch 
and beginning to 
recognise phrase 
lengths and know 
when to breathe 

Pulse, beat, 
tempo, rhythm, 
melody, note, 
instrument, 
percussion, 
body 
percussion, 
accompaniment, 
crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, pitch, 
round 
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Keep a steady 
pulse in a group 
demonstrating 
how to clap or 
play 2/4, 3/4 
and 4/4  

Perform 
rhythms that 
are longer 
than 2 bar 
using 
crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, semi 
breves and 
their rests 

Perform from 
and compose 
using at least 
3 pitched 
notes and 
simple 
rhythms 
(crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, semi 
breves and 
rests. 

Identify and 
describe musical 
features in pieces 
including listening 
for different 
instruments and 
orchestral families 
such as brass, 
woodwind, strings 
and percussion. 

Create basic 3 note 
tunes and simple 
rhythms using 
crotchets, quavers, 
minims, semi 
breves and their 
rests 

First experience of 
touch and sound of 
brass/woodwind 
instruments. 
Finger positions 
and technique. 
Perform 3 note 
melodies 
 

Sing in two-part 
harmony and 
perform a round 
Understand how 
mouth shapes 
can affect voice 
sounds  

Pulse, beat, 
tempo, rhythm, 
dynamics, 
melody, note, 
instrument, 
crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, semi 
breves, pitch, 
rests, bar, 
traditions.  
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On a tuned 
instrument, 
keep a steady 
pulse in:2/4, 3/4 
and 4/4 
understanding 
time signatures 
and using 
different 
tempos within 
the groups 

Perform 
pieces with at 
least 2 
rhythms 
within the 
groups. 

Perform from 
and compose 
using 5 
pitched notes  

Listen and compare 
pieces of music 
from different 
traditions and eras. 
Perform music 
from these 
traditions and eras. 

Improvise and 
compose tunes 
using 5 notes 
Create more 
developed 
rhythmic patterns 
(around 4 bars) 

Perform 5+ note 
melodies and more 
complex rhythms 
on their 
instruments 

Sing pieces in two 
parts that have 
contrasting 
melodies and 
counter-melodies 
Sing expressively 
with awareness 
and control of 
the elements eg. 
tempo, dynamics 
 

Pulse, beat, 
tempo, rhythm, 
dynamics, 
melody, note, 
instrument,  
crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, pitch, 
round, rests, 
bar, traditions. 
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On their 
instruments, 
regularly and 
accurately 
perform pieces 
using at least 3 
contrasting 
tempos and 
time signatures. 
Learning the 
role of the 
conductor by 
conducting the 
group and then 
discussing. 

Perform 
pieces which 
use off-beat 
and dotted 
rhythms and 
single quaver 
rests. 
 

Perform from 
and compose 
using 5-8 
pitched notes; 
capture the 
work through 
notation and 
use of musical 
terms for 
dynamics 

Whilst listening, 
pick out 
instruments and 
rhythms and be 
able to explain why 
the music uses 
those types of 
instruments and 
rhythms 

Create 4  bar 
melodies (in 
different tempos 
and time 
signatures that can 
be performed solo 
or by the group 

Perform 5-8 note 
melodies both as 
solo work and 
within the groups 
including more 
complex rhythms 
and varying 
tempos 

Sing pieces with a 
range of at least 
8 notes and 
pieces with at 
least 2 different 
parts 
Sing with 
increasing control 
of breathing, 
posture and 
sound projection 

Pulse, beat, 
tempo, rhythm, 
melody, note, 
instrument, 
percussion, 
body 
percussion, 
accompaniment, 
crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, pitch, 
round, rests, 
bar, traditions, 
counter melody, 
ostinato, off-
beat, 
syncopated, 
time signature 
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When 
performing solo 
and in an 
ensemble, 
follow direction 
to change 
tempo 
accurately 
within pieces of 
music. 

Perform 
pieces which 
use off-beat 
and 
syncopated 
rhythms 
through 
various genres 
of music 

Perform from 
and compose 
using 8 
pitched notes; 
capture the 
work in 
different 
formats 
including staff 
notation so it 
can be 
recreated 

Talk about the key 
features of music 
including: tempo, 
Instrumentation, 
Melody, 
Understand the key 
features of at least 
4 different 
types/genres of 
music 

Improvise and 
compose extended 
pieces of music 
using up to 8 notes 
and a variety of 
rhythms, tempos 
and time 
signatures 

Perform 
confidently and 
accurately 
individually and as 
part of a group 

Sing musically, 
responding to the 
performance 
directions of the 
piece eg 
phrasing, 
dynamics, etc 
sing more 
extended 
harmony parts 
Perform complex 
song rhythms 
confidently, 
including 
syncopation 

Pulse, beat, 
tempo, rhythm, 
dynamics, 
melody, note, 
instrument, 
percussion, 
body 
percussion, 
accompaniment, 
crotchets, 
quavers, 
minims, pitch, 
round, rests, 
bar, traditions, 
counter melody, 
ostinato, off-
beat, 
syncopated, 
time signature, 
phrasing, 
notation 

 


