
Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 30
th
 January 2018 

Y1/Y2 Visit to Hoghton Tower 

Friday 9
th
 February 2018 

School closes for Half Term 

 

 

Please feel free to drop me an e-mail if you have any questions or 

wish to book an appointment to see me after school. 

k.smith@euxton.lancs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

With best wishes, 

Mrs. Smith and the Year 2 Team 

 

Year 2 

Our topic is 

Castles and Forts 

 

Spring Term 1 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:k.smith@euxton.lancs.sch.uk


Class News 

Dear Parent, 

Happy New Year! We hope that you have had a lovely break. We would like to take 

this opportunity to thank you all for the good wishes, cards and gifts at the end of 

last term. It was greatly appreciated. 

This half-term, homework will continue to focus on reading and spelling (please see 

the Spring Term 1 Spelling Programme sheet). The spelling quiz for the Week 1 

spellings will be given on 19.1.18. A Times Tables quiz will also be given each 

Friday. We will focus initially on the 2 times tables (quiz on 19.1.18), followed by 

the 10 times tables (quiz on 26.1.18), the 5 times tables (quiz on 2.2.18) and finally, 

the 3 times tables (quiz on 9.2.17). 

English (Grammar / Reading Comprehension) and Maths homework will be sent 

home on alternate weeks on a Wednesday, to be completed and returned to school 

by the following Monday. Thank you for your continued help and support.  

Children will be given the opportunity to change their reading books on a Tuesday 

and a Friday. Many thanks for continuing to ask questions about the character/plot 

and for encouraging your child to make predictions about events in a text. We will 

continue to focus on inference skills in Guided Reading sessions at school. 

Castles and Forts 

Our topic this half term is Castles and Forts. We will be looking at the evolution of 

castles from simple wooden structures to more complex stone structures: Motte 

and Bailey, Stone Keep, Concentric castles. We will then compare and contrast 

how castles have evolved over time and why. The children will study what life 

would have been like inside a castle. We will also focus on Heraldry, with children 

being given the opportunity to design individual coat of arms, taking into account 

items that would be special and significant to their family coat of arms. Later in the 

term, The Year 1 and 2 children will be going on a trip to visit Hoghton Tower 

(30.1.18).            

English    

This half term, the children will be looking at Traditional Tales (with a twist), as well 

as producing recounts of familiar events. We will continue to focus on writing 

sentences using full stops, capital letters and conjunctions such as and, but, or, so, 

when and because. The children will be also be given daily opportunities to practise 

using exclamation marks and question marks in their writing. Speech punctuation will 

also be revisited, as well as paragraphing, with many opportunities for application of 

such skills to be provided. We will continue to have discrete Grammar and 

Comprehension sessions.  

 

Maths 

In Maths this half term, the initial focus will be on Time, followed by Number and 

Place Value. We will then study Measurement, estimating and measuring mass 

(using g/kg). Next, we will focus on identifying and describing the properties of 2D 

shapes and 3D solids, prior to revisiting the concept of money and counting. 

Finally, multiplication and division will be covered. Throughout the half term, we will 

continue to practise the methods required to solve problems involving addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division. 

Science  

This half term, we will be investigating ‘Everyday Materials’. Following on from the 

work on Materials in Year 1, the children will progress onto identifying the materials 

that objects are made from, as well as testing and recording the properties of 

objects. We will explore the useful properties of materials with a range of 

investigations involving absorbency and flexibility.  

 

R.E.  

In R.E. we will be studying ‘The Church’ and examining why it is a special place. 

We will also be exploring the journey to Bethlehem. 

          

P.E.               

Our focus in P.E. will be on Gymnastics. The children will be given the opportunity to 

develop fundamental movement skills and a range of opportunities to extend their 

agility, balance and coordination.               

Music                           

Using the Music Express Scheme, we will continue to focus on use of voice, playing 

instruments, listening to live and recorded music, as well as experimenting, creating, 

selecting and combining sounds. 

Computing  

The children will be taught to understand algorithms, as well as how to create and 

debug simple programs. They will also use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour 

of simple programs.  


