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Dear Parents, 

 

Euxton Superstars! 

It is SO lovely to be back awarding our Superstar Certificates! Congratulations to our Euxton 

Superstars this week, the first of our school year: 

Reception: The whole class! 

Year 1: Daniel Fynney 

Year 2: Thomas O’Reilly 

Year 3: Jude Swift 

Year 4: Evelyn Kearney 

Year 5: Grace Draycott 

Year 6: Tilly Steele-Moon 

Well done to you all! 

 

Celebration Worship 

Well, today was an experience! I had to enlist Rev. Jo, who is a Zoom expert, to help me co-ordinate 

our first whole school socially-distanced Celebration Worship. Each class, from their classroom 

bubble, logged in and we were able to recognise birthdays and achievements, just in a different way. 

Please remember to let me know by Thursday each week if your child has achieved anything 

outside school and you want me to give them a ’shout-out’ during the worship. Please do not send 

anything in – trophies, certificates, etc. but if you let me or their class teacher know in advance we 

will make sure their achievements are celebrated. It was lovely, but it wasn’t the same without you 

and we look forward to being able to welcome you back into school when it is safe to do so. 

 

 
 

Reception Pebbles 

We would like to invite any of our Reception Parents who are able to join us next Tuesday morning 

(15th) at 9:05am (after drop-off) in the yard to a very special short worship. Our new Reception 

children will each receive a shiny glass pebble to place in our school Worship Bowl, symbolising the 

start of their worship journey with us. It is normally part of one of our Celebration Worships, be we 

would like to welcome you to this 10 minute short service so you can share this lovely tradition with 

us. As always, please socially distance on the yard until we are ready to start. 
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Isolating 

Thank you for taking the time to read the letter I sent out on Monday. In summary, taken from NHS 

advice, you must self-isolate immediately if: 

 

• you have any symptoms of coronavirus (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss 

or change to your sense of smell or taste) 

• you've tested positive for coronavirus – this means you have coronavirus 

• you live with someone who has symptoms or tested positive 

• someone in your support bubble has symptoms or tested positive 

• you're told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace 

• you arrive in the UK from a country with a high coronavirus risk – see GOV.UK: how to self-

isolate when you travel to the UK 

 

In terms of school life, you must NOT send your child into school if anyone in your house has 

symptoms. A test should be booked as soon as possible and all members of the household must remain 

at home until the test result has been processed. Should the test be negative then your child can 

return to school if they are well enough and not displaying symptoms. Advice about whether your 

child can return to school must be followed. If you have more than one child, then NONE of them can 

return to school until the test has been carried out, even if they appear to be fine. As I have said 

before, children will naturally get what they normally get at this time of year so should they not be 

suffering from those three main symptoms then they should be ok to come into school. If you are 

ever in doubt then please contact school before sending your child in to school. 

 

Managing a confirmed case in school 

Further guidance has been sent out this week to support schools in managing a confirmed case of 

COVID-19. Should a child or member of staff test positive then anyone who they have been in close 

contact with during the 48 hours prior to them falling ill will need to go home and self-isolate for 14 

days, starting from the day they were last in contact with the case. In primary schools, this is 

highly likely to be the whole class bubble, both staff and children. We really are making such an 

effort, as you know from all my recent communication, to keep these bubbles as tight as possible, to 

limit who would need to be sent home. A number of schools, as reported in the news, have had to send 

children home, and it has been, due to the nature of primary schools, the whole class. None of us want 

this to happen, which is why we need your full support in all we do. Being realistic, it is going to 

happen to all schools at some point. Should this happen, the class will resume home learning until they 

return. As I have said, none of us want this to happen, but if it does then we must follow the rules. 

The schools where this has already happened have not had to close bubbles as a result of their 

procedures not being good enough, it is just the way things are at the moment. Please continue to 

support us, as you are already doing, as much as you can, to help us keep school open for all our 

children as much as possible. I know there isn’t anyone who doesn’t share this goal, but we do need to 

work hard to achieve this. 

It has not been recommended by the Local Authority, or the Diocese, that we inform parents 

every time anyone has symptoms or is being tested. This could cause unnecessary worry and also 

influence which children come into school, as it is likely to be happening regularly. Please help us in 

trying not to cause this worry – after all, as parents, you wouldn’t normally share with others if your 

child had been to a doctor, etc. Obviously, if a positive result comes back from any child or member 

of staff, then the local Public Health Team will be contacted and they will advise us as to who is told 

and what needs to be done. This will be strictly followed. 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/nhs-test-and-trace-if-youve-been-in-contact-with-a-person-who-has-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk/coronavirus-covid-19-how-to-self-isolate-when-you-travel-to-the-uk


Bringing things into school 

I’m normally very flexible about things, but we all have to be so careful at the moment. One thing we 

have to do is limit things coming in and out of school. Thank you for supporting us by not bringing 

large bags in. It may seem like a minor issue, but these clutter the corridors and are hard for the 

children to add to their pegs, meaning things drop on the floor all the time. This results in people 

picking things up and handling other items, which we need to avoid. I’ve also had requests about 

bringing sweets in for birthdays. Again, I’ve made the decision to say ‘no’. I know it is something the 

children like to do, but no-one will be doing it so I am sure they too will understand. Thank you. 

 

Dropping off and picking up 

Thank you, once again, for your support in our drop off and pick up arrangements. Letting your junior 

child walk into the yard independently really is making such a big difference. Thank you. Please 

remember, at the end of the day, to socially distance from other parents and only allow one adult into 

the yard to collect. Once you have your child, please keep them next to you and leave the yard 

as quickly as possible. If you are waiting for more than one child, again please keep your child close 

by your side. We are trying so incredibly hard in school to keep each class as separate as possible, it 

really is disheartening to see children then freely running around together, which totally makes a 

mockery of all our hard work. Thank you for your co-operation with this. It is so important.  

 

Parents Chats 

This is traditionally known as Parents Evening, but understandably different this year. After careful 

consideration about how best to do this safely, we have decided to have these discussions over the 

phone. A hard copy letter will be sent home with every child today. This letter has all the information 

you will need. As you usually do, please indicate your preferred time below and return the slip to 

school by next Friday (18th) at the latest. Thank you. 

 

Church attendance for school admissions - COVID-19 

We have had guidance from the Diocese and national bodies which advise that: 

‘In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church (or, in relation to 

those of other faiths,  relevant place of worship) has been closed for public worship and has not 

provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of these (admissions) arrangements 

in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when the church (or in relation to those of 

other faiths, relevant place of worship) or alternative premises have been available for public 

worship.’ 

     Each school has different admissions requirements, with regards to church attendance.  With 

regards to our school, Euxton CE School, where it is the year's attendance preceding application (e.g. 

for applications made to begin school in September 2021, it is the year September 2019 to August 

2020 that counts), then we will look at the pattern of attendance from September 2019 until 

lockdown was imposed and church buildings shut on 17th March 2020. For further details about a 

specific school’s admission policy then please refer to that school. We have been told that online 

services, as they are not accessible to everyone, will have no impact on the admissions criteria, so 

that no-one will be adversely affected.  As Euxton Parish are still on Zoom and limited numbers at 

the community centre, attendance will not start being counted again until they are in a place where 

they have space for everyone.  You will not be in a better position if you attend Zoom or the 

community centre.  You will not be penalised or suffer because you attend here and other churches 

might have more services available in their buildings. If you have further questions about this then 

please contact school. If it is in relation to a secondary school place, please contact the school you 

are wanting your child to go to in Y7. Rev. Jo has spoken to St. Michael’s. Continuing to attend Euxton 

Parish Church, even though they don’t have all their services back in a building – will not hinder your 

church attendance for school admission for St. Michael’s compared to attending other churches. 



Admissions – Primary and Secondary Places 

You can now apply via www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools for school places for next September. 

Supplementary Faith forms are available in the school office for our school.  If you are applying to 

any faith school a separate form should be provided by them and completed. The closing dates are as 

follows:                          Secondary (Y7 in Sept 2021) – 31st October 2020 

Primary (Reception in Sept 2021) – 15th January 2021 

If you know anyone who is interested in their child coming to our lovely school then please encourage 

them to give me a ring if they would like any additional information.  

 

School Photographs 

Adam, our photographer, will be in school next Thursday to take individual/sibling photographs.  

 

School Jackets 

If your child has one of our school jackets, can you please check to see if they have the right name 

written on it. One of our Y4 pupil’s jackets has gone missing so if you could have a look then that 

would be great. Thank you. 

 

Hot Dinners 

As mentioned in the school reopening booklet, our hot meals will resume from Monday. We have spent 

this first week and a half ensuring that the new systems are embedded and felt cold options were 

the best way for us to do this. The children have all ordered the meals, so will be getting their first 

choice of meal each day. If you haven’t yet completed the menu choices please return it first 

thing on Monday morning. Please bear with us the first week as we implement this new system. 

 

Delighted to be back! 

Reception, as promised! What an amazing start they have made. Thank you so much to our new 

parents too, you really have shown the greatest support to school already. We really do appreciate it. 

 
 

And Finally…. 

Thank you to Luke Critchley from Year2 for our joke this week: 

Q. What did the cookie say when it got run over? 

A. Crumbs! 

Thank you Luke - a great joke. Remember to send your jokes in to me, I need loads to choose from! 

 

Take care, 

Mr Nick Ward 

Headteacher 

In our Christian family, we all SHINE in the light of Jesus. 
Wisdom  Compassion  Humility  Friendship  Peace  Trust  Forgiveness  Hope  
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