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Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back! I really do mean it when I say it is lovely to be back and to have all our children 

and staff with us. I’m sure you all feel the same! Thank you, once again, for the incredible support 

you gave us over such a challenging time for all. It was appreciated so much. Thank you.  

I will now resume sending home a newsletter each Friday, although should communication need 

to be made on another day, I will continue to email/text any updates.  The newsletter today, the first 

one of the new school year, is a lengthy one, as it includes a few reminders and important information 

– I hope you find it useful. I have grouped the ‘reminders’ towards the end of the newsletter.  

I have been absolutely thrilled with the children this week. They have all returned to school 

with smiles on their faces and a genuine love for being back in school, with their friends, and learning 

in this way again. They have all settled so well into their new classes and worked really hard, 

displaying such positive attitudes. Long may it continue! I have attached some guidance provided by 

the NHS to support your child’s wellbeing, should you need it. I hope you find it useful. A massive 

thank you to all the staff, as always, for creating such a wonderful environment for our children. 

Please remember to share your thoughts with us over the year. Hopefully our more familiar 

parents know me well enough to know that I really do want you to feel you can talk to me anytime and 

I welcome your comments. I hope our new families feel the same quickly too. We are all working 

towards the same thing – the best for our children. This is summed up by our Mission Statement: 

 

In our Christian family, we all SHINE in the light of Jesus. 

Strong Christian ethos, built upon Christian values. 

Happy memories made in a fun, loving and caring place. 

Inspirational teaching and learning, with high expectations for all. 

Nurturing environment, safe and secure, where all are valued and success is celebrated. 

Everyone working as a team in a school where we are all proud to belong. 
 

I’m keeping everything crossed that this year is going to be a wonderful year! 

 

A Huge Euxton Welcome! 

A very warm welcome to all our new Reception children and their families, who have joined us this 

week. Welcome to William, Zachary, Florence, Imogen, Archie, Alice, Carson, Ella, Olivia, Tobias, 

Oscar, Lois, Iona, Ethan, Bobby, Emily, Hugo, Rory, Oliver, Jack, Austin, Luca, Jacob, Henry, Harriet, 

Fox, Lucy, Charlie, Jessica and Harry.  It has also been wonderful to welcome Jude into Year 3. We 

are all really looking forward to getting to know you all and hope you enjoy becoming part of our 

school family. They have all had an amazing few days in school. 

It is also lovely to welcome some new faces to our staff team. Mrs Hayley King, who covered 

part of Miss Lewis’ maternity leave last year, has returned to teach Year 4 on a Thursday and it is 

great to have her back. We also have two new additions to our wonderful support staff team.        

Mrs Claire Ainscough and Mr Laurence Shone joined us on Tuesday and I know they will both be an 

asset to our school. 
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Lovely News 

Congratulations to Mr Price, as his wife is expecting a baby in December - such an exciting time for 

them both. As mentioned in my text over the summer, congratulations to Mrs Wiles on the birth of 

Freddie James Wiles in August. Much love to Harriet, Andrew and Freddie at this special time. 

Congratulations also to Chinani and Chimmy, who welcomed their baby brother Ifechi into their family 

over the summer. Love to all the family. 

 

Reopening Plan and Risk Assessment 

Thank you for your amazing support with our Reopening Plan. I have attached the more formal risk 

assessment which goes alongside it, which will also be on our website. The details are very similar, it 

is just written in a different way. As previously mentioned, the risk assessment was shared with all 

staff and governors before our return and signed off by Ian Ball, our Chair of Governors. This will be 

updated as mush as we need it to. The staff know to let me know if anything isn’t working or could be 

done better. I’m delighted though with how things have gone so far, although I’ve already had a slight 

rethink about lunch seating! Staff couldn’t be more determined to make everything work, the children 

continue to wow me and you too are respectful of the changes. Thank you.  

 

Dropping off and picking up 

One thing which could be better is the drop offs in the morning. I’m normally there to say hello, 

which is a part of my job I really do enjoy. Therefore, I would encourage any of our parents who feel 

able to say goodbye to their children, especially the juniors, at the gate, to let the children then walk 

round to their classrooms. I think this would be helpful, if you could at least try this. Also, when 

collecting, please try and keep your child with you and leave the yard as soon as you can. We are 

working really hard on not mixing the children, and this will really help. Thank you. 

 

Parent’s Communication 

We normally invite you into school over the first week to meet your child’s new class teacher and see 

the classroom etc. We are obviously unable to do this at the moment, but the teachers will be sharing 

the key information with you via email. Also, at the end of the newsletter today, I have taken a 

photo of each class in their room, with some of the staff they work with. As you can see, they 

all look happy and settled already!  

Something I am always keen on is having parents evening as early in the term as possible, 

giving you an opportunity to discuss how your child is settling into their new class and any information 

you feel would be helpful for the staff to know about them. This is deliberately held early in the 

school year. If children aren’t happy and settled they will not learn and it is also beneficial from both 

parents and teachers perspectives to have an opportunity to meet and chat as soon as possible. 

Although this will need to be different, we do plan to have this in some safe  way. More details will be 

provided soon.  

 Please remember we are still here if you need to talk to us. We can email and phone, and if we 

need to meet then we can arrange for this to be done in a safe way. We just need to limit this as 

much as possible, but it certainly doesn’t mean we can’t do it. We want you to keep communicating 

with us, we really do pride ourselves on this feature of our school and don’t want to lose this. 

 

Year 6 

It was lovely to present our Year 6 children with a very special badge this morning. We needed to do 

this in the yard, instead of worship, so that our Y6 parents could join us if they were able to. Again, 

we really do want to keep as many of our school traditions as we can. This badge identifies them as 

being a Y6 pupil in our school and an ultimate role model! Our Y6 have made an amazing start and I am 

sure that they will wear their badges with pride, taking their responsibilities seriously. 

 



 

‘Perseverance’ 

Our worship theme for this half-term is PERSEVERANCE. I thought that thinking about aspects such 

as not giving up, trying, sticking at a task, etc. was appropriate for our return! 

Christian Values and Worship 

Our Christian Values are Wisdom, Compassion, Humility, Friendship, Peace, Trust, Forgiveness and 

Hope. We have worship time each day in school, and for the moment, these will be held differently:  

 

Monday Infants: Class Worship  

Juniors. Mr Ward to visit each class for 10 minutes to lead worship. 

Tuesday Phase Worship with Rev. Jo in the Hall. Infants; Y3/Y4 and Y5/Y6 

Wednesday Infants. Mr Ward to visit each class for 10 minutes to lead worship. 

Juniors: Class Worship 

Thursday Class Worship 

Friday Whole School Celebration Worship. We plan for each class will log in to a Zoom 

session and we will be trying this out! This Zoom will just be for classes in our school 

to access, we won’t be able to share this information with parents at this stage. We 

will still recognise birthdays, and if your child has done something out of school and 

they are proud of if you could email me by the Thursday afternoon then I will give 

them a ‘shout-out’. Class Superstars will be awarded from next week and you will find 

out on the newsletter each Friday who has been chosen! I really do hope we can start 

reintroducing some aspects of parental involvement as the school year progresses. 
 

 

PE Days 

Please see below the PE days - your child can come into school in their PE kit for the day. The 

children need to wear their white PE t-shirt but can wear their PE shorts or tracksuit bottoms, 

depending on weather, and a sporty top. Trainers, not pumps, should be worn. Thank you. 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 1 

Year 5 

Year 2 Reception Year 4 Year 3 

Year 6 

 

Bags 

There are a couple of children who have been bringing big bags to school. This really isn’t needed as 

they shouldn’t be bringing anything in to school with them. Please only send your child into school 

with a lunchbox (if applicable) and a small book bag if necessary. The children don’t need to put their 

lunchbox in any other bag. Thank you.  

 

Illness 

We are all looking out for symptoms of COVID-19 in our lives. However children, especially this term, 

will develop traditional illnesses, as they always have and always will. The NHS advises that if a 

child has mild cold-like symptoms they should continue to go to school and that sore throats and 

blocked or runny noses are not symptoms of coronavirus. In the case of a heavy cold, children may 

need to take a day or two off school to get better. However, if your child has a new continuous 

cough or a fever, or a loss of/change in their sense of taste and smell, then they may have 

coronavirus and should be tested. Please do not hesitate to give us a ring if you are unsure, or seek 

advice from a medical professional. 

 



Reading 

Carol Rimmer, one of our past parents, has offered the children in our school a continued free trial 

of the Reading Plus Programme. This will be until October 31st.   

‘Reading Plus is a personalised, adaptive reading intervention which will help your child to become a 

stronger, more confident reader. They will learn to read faster, recognise new words, and 

comprehend what they have read. Becoming a stronger reader will enable them to read textbooks, 

novels, articles, blog posts, and other pieces of text more easily. As they become a more confident 

reader, they may develop new interests and enjoy learning about things through reading.’ 

My two children were involved in this over the summer and it was great. Please email Carol directly on 

carol@cr.education if you would like to find out more or would like your child to participate.   

 

Homework 

I’m thinking you all have a different opinion about homework now - luckily, home learning will go back 

to being the homework we are all used to! Reading is the real non-negotiable so we encourage that 

ALL children read each day, and to an adult if possible. This is beneficial for children of all ages. To 

make things straightforward, all teachers from Y1-Y6 will continue to send homework out on a 

Wednesday, to be returned the following Monday. This gives plenty of time and shouldn’t result in 

too much of a panic. Thank you for your support with your child’s learning at home. It is important but 

we also appreciate that life can take over! If you have questions, please contact your child’s teacher.  

 

Holiday Requests 

None of us want our children to miss any more school at all, and now, more than ever, we really do 

value your support in reference to not taking holidays in term time. Our attendance data is 

traditionally excellent and your commitment to ensuring your child is in school each day is much 

appreciated. In summary, I am unable to authorise term-time absence unless it is an exceptional 

circumstance. If you have any questions about this, please just ask. There may well be an exceptional 

reason why you may need to take your child out of school and all I ask is for you to contact me about 

it. Should a request need to be made, we have a short form that needs to be completed and returned, 

so that we have the details in writing – these are available from the school office.  

 

Communication, Website, Twitter and Social Media 

Firstly, I would like to thank you for the respect you show in terms of social media. I speak to heads 

in other schools who have a real problem with this, with either comments made publically about the 

school or other parents/children. I feel fortunate that you are able to come to talk to me, or one of 

the team, if you have an issue. We really do value our positive relationship with you and urge anyone 

to come and speak to us if a problem arises, and not try and ‘resolve’ things via social media, whether 

this be an open or closed ‘group’. This really does not help. I am certainly not naive enough to think 

that everything is perfect all of the time, but hopefully most of you will feel that if something has 

been communicated to us we have sorted it out the best we can. Our Home School Partnership 

Agreement, which is signed by all parents, pupil and school, includes the following statement: ‘Be 

sensitive to the reputation, respect, privacy of staff, pupils and parents of the school community’, so 

thank you for your wonderful support in adhering to this. We will continue to send communication via 

emails, as they are free, but will send texts from time to time too. Please be assured though, if there 

was to be a real need to speak to you about anything we would always contact you by telephone. Our 

website www.euxtonceprimary.co.uk is a great place to find out lots of important information, see 

some great photos and look at the blogs each class produce. Twitter is a more spontaneous means of 

staff sharing photos and information, which can be accessed via the Twitter app, using the internet 

or via our website homepage. We can be found on @EuxtonCEprimary and even if you don’t ‘do 

Twitter’ yourselves, it is worth getting it for the school aspect. Our PTFA also have a twitter feed 

(@EuxtonPTFA) and a Facebook page (Euxton Cof E Primary School PTFA). 
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Medicines in School 

If medicine needs to be taken under exceptional circumstances, then we are happy to administer this 

if there has been a written agreement made with parents and the appropriate form from the office 

completed. This is primarily for prescribed medication. However, again in exceptional circumstances 

and following the previously mentioned procedures, we will also give Calpol, etc. if there is a real need. 

Please note that this is not routine. The only requirement that we have is that it is in the form of a 

sealed sachet that has the exact amount in. These are readily available from chemists. Please 

remember we are a NUT FREE school, as we have children with allergies. This is so important.  

 

First Aid 

The vast majority of our staff are first aid trained and we have a staff assigned outside to first aid 

at breaktimes. This means that instead of coming straight to the office the children are looked at 

right away and basic first aid may be administered, eg. cleaning a graze, putting a plaster on, etc. Mrs 

Hodges and Mrs Parker also do a fantastic job if the children are sent in to be looked at. Accident 

forms are sent home if we feel necessary, and always following a bumped head, but may not be 

completed if the injury is deemed very minor and has caused your child no distress. However, all 

incidents are noted in a book. In addition, we ask children who have had a bump to the head to wear a 

small yellow sticker on their jumper, to ensure all adults are aware and keep a close eye on them. 

 

Use of the School Drive 

Please remember that, for no other reason than safety, we do not allow cars to come down the 

school drive up to 9:15am or after 3:00pm. The safety of our children and school community is of 

the utmost importance to us. If you are collecting from after school club you may drive up after 

4:45pm. Thank you so much for respecting this: you do and we appreciate it. There are two church 

car parks you can use, as well as a kind offer from Papa Luigi’s too, although this is something they 

insist it is not used if there are events in the evenings, when their own customers are using it, which 

is totally understandable. Please remain considerate when parking in any residential or business areas 

too. We really do value your support with this, thank you. Please pass this on to any grandparents 

or other family members who may be collecting or dropping off your child. 

 

Admissions – Primary and Secondary Places 

You can now apply via www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools for school places for next September. 

Supplementary Faith forms are available in the school office for our school.  If you are applying to 

any faith school a separate form should be provided by them and completed. The closing dates are as 

follows:                          Secondary (Y7 in Sept 2021) – 31st October 2020 

Primary (Reception in Sept 2021) – 15th January 2021 

If you know anyone who is interested in their child coming to our lovely school then please encourage 

them to give me a ring if they would like any additional information. Our traditional Open Day will not 

be an option, but we will think of a way of sharing aspects of our lovely school with the outside world. 

 

High School Open Evenings 

These are not just useful for Y6 parents, if your child is in Y4 and Y5 it may be worth thinking about: 

St Michaels CE High School – Thursday 10th September 5.30-8pm remotely via the website. 

I will update you with the other local schools once they have finalised their dates. 

 

Thank you 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this whopper of a newsletter this week, although you 

have been used to some very lengthy things to read over the past few months! The next page has the 

photo’s I promised earlier – I hope you like them! 
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Delighted to be back! 

 

Year 1 

 

Year 2 

 
Year 3 

 

Year 4 

 
Year 5 

 
 

Year 6 

 

I will include our Reception children next week, when the whole class come together! 

 

And Finally…. 

Thank you to Connor Murray from Year2 for our joke this week: 

Q. What is a dogs favourite piece of art? 

A. A paw-trait! 

Thank you Connor - a great joke. Remember to send your jokes in to me, I need loads to choose from! 

 

Take care, 

 

Mr Nick Ward 

Headteacher 

 

In our Christian family, we all SHINE in the light of Jesus. 
Wisdom  Compassion  Humility  Friendship  Peace  Trust  Forgiveness  Hope  


